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Management of Cattle and Feeds 

acid or effective inoculant additive is an aid to good fermentation and 

suppresses undesirable fermentation that spoils silage. Many farmers 

routinely as an insurance policy. 

Some well made silages have very low pH values (3 .5 to 4.0) which 

cattle may find unattractive and which can cause acidosis. It may be 

necessary to supplement acid silage with a buffer such as sodium 

bicarbonate. 

A problem with grass and maize silage is spoilage at the face due to 

aerobic secondary fermentation. It is worst in warm weather. It helps 

if silage clamps are narrow and a block cutter is used to remove silage 

so that the face stays compacted. 

It is notoriously difficult to make good quality hay over 80% DM 

unless there is a prolonged hot, dry spell of weather. Heavy first 

cuts are a particular problem. With damp hay moulding is a problem 

which reduces intake and may cause health problems in cattle and 

stockworkers alike. Many farmers who used to make hay have 

switched to big bale silage. 

Straw for feeding should be baled and carted while it is dry and bright 

in colour so that it does not become musty. If the straw is to be treated 

in a stack with ammonia, it is best carted soon after harvest when the 

weather is still warm and the reaction works well. Feed grain stored 

at 85% DM is likely to shatter when rolled, producing an undesirable 

dusty feed. Rolling works best with moist grain stored in a tower or 

treated with propionic acid. 

It is sensible with purchased concentrates to take advantage of cheaper 

bulk delivery. The feed might be stored in a grain trailer not needed for 

transport over the winter. If the feed has to be stored on the floor, it is 

wise to take the smallest discounted delivery. The concentrate needs to 

be kept dry and spoilage by birds and rodents prevented. 
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